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‘ve never worried
about us being
too political in the
same way I've never
worried about us
being too sentimental

Craig and Charlie Reid are back with a new album, the most political from the Proclaimers in years,
they tell Aidan Smith. The twins talk about the evolution of Dentures Out against a backdrop of
what they see as the near terminal decline of Britain, the frustrations of the stalled independence
movement, turning 60 and failing to see their beloved Hibs win the Scottish Cup.
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—==_aith, hope, trust-all gone.

Our politicians are dirty
= rotten scoundrels. They

partied while we isolated

and they staged a never-
ending popularity contest or simply
holidayed while we fretted about
the world ending. Who can possibly
save us? Well, come with me, for
downa close and up a stairwell in
Edinburgh’s Haymarket, I think I may
have found the guys...

About ten minutes into my chat
with the Proclaimersitseemslikea
no-brainer: Craig and Charlie Reid
should be running the country.
Which country? As believers in
indy as opposed to indie, that would
almost certainly be Scotland —and
maybe the rest of Britain’s loss.

You know how Boris Johnson wasn’t
adetailsman? Thatif hisspads’
briefings stretched to more than
one Post-It he'd forget everything?
The Reids are red-hot on all the stuff
needed to back up their arguments.
“Did you see that forecast about
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the likely effects of the US’s money-
printing policy?” says Charlie,
apropos of something else entirely.
“Inflation is going to cutliving
standards in America by 50 —that’s
five-zero—per cent.”

Inever got thisvital infowhen I
interviewed Oasis or Kasabian -
and certainly not the Proclaimers’
peers from their 1980s beginnings:
preposterous fops like Duran Duran
and Spandau Ballet and Blue Rondo
ala Turk. Whata contrast these
acts made with our boys in their
specs and pullovers, straight outta
Auchtermuchty. “Aye, we stuck out
like sore bloomin’ thumbs back then,
smiles Craig. “But then as twins we
always have.”

The Reids would have tobea
dream-ticket double-act, sworn into
office together, taking parliamentary
questions as a twosome. And, surely
thisisin their favour in a political
context, given they don’'tindulge in it
inamusical context—there would be
no mud-slinging.

”

Craigagain: “We made a conscious
decision even before we signed our
first record deal, before anyone had
heard from us, that we were never
going to slag off other bands. That'll
always come back to bite you.”

Here’s something else they have
over the existing political classes: they
are not carpet-baggers for football
teams. Thatis, they don’t pretend to
follow the game, only for credentials
to quickly unravel.

Tony Blair waxed lyrical abouta
Newcastle United legend he was
tooyoung to have seen play. David
Cameron declared allegiance to West
Ham United...or was it Aston Villa?
Anyway, they're the onesin claretand
skyblue-rarara! Atleast Gordon
Brown has sound football credentials,
having sold match programmes at
Raith Rovers asaboy, but he allowed
himselfto be tripped up over music
with a claim he liked to rouse himself
for abowl of cold porridge and an
itinerary of Presbyterian thrift with
ablastof the Arctic Monkeys. Clearly

his PR department told him to say
this. Craigand Charlie, though, are
followers of Hibernian. The most
authentic celebrity fans anywhere on
Planet Football. (Even though they
missed their team’s greatest day, of
which morelater...).

So, come on guys, you've got my
vote, when will you be seeking
jointnomination? There’sa
shaking of heads in unison before
Charlie says: “Naw, we'd have to
compromise. That’s the way it works
in democracies. In theocracies and
also dictatorships. And 'm afraid that
ifyoulookat political life in Britain,
youwould not come to the conclusion
that much has changed for the
benefit of the many. That’s despite the
good people in politics who've tried
to makea difference. It’s all going
further and further to the right.”

Well, that seems a shame, especially
when you listen to the twins new
album. Dentures Outis their 12th
butthe way itdoesn'thang about
with only one of the 13 songs












