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The
Proclaimers
at60
Craig andCharlieReid
onpop, politics and
thepassingof time



4 The ScotsmanMagazine

I’veneverworried
aboutusbeing
toopolitical inthe
samewayI’venever
worriedaboutus
beingtoosentimental

Craig andCharlieReidarebackwithanewalbum, themostpolitical fromtheProclaimers in years,
they tellAidanSmith. The twins talk about theevolutionofDenturesOut against abackdropof
what they seeas thenear terminal declineofBritain, the frustrationsof the stalled independence
movement, turning60and failing to see their belovedHibswin theScottishCup.
Portraits byMichaelGillen

About tenminutes intomychat
with theProclaimers it seems likea
no-brainer:CraigandCharlieReid
shouldberunning thecountry.
Whichcountry?Asbelievers in
indyasopposedto indie, thatwould
almostcertainlybeScotland–and
maybetherestofBritain’s loss.
YouknowhowBorisJohnsonwasn’t
adetailsman?That ifhis spads’
briefingsstretchedtomore than
onePost-Ithe’d forgeteverything?
TheReidsarered-hotonall thestuff
neededtobackuptheirarguments.
“Didyousee that forecastabout

the likelyeffectsof theUS’smoney-
printingpolicy?”saysCharlie,
aproposofsomethingelseentirely.
“Inflation isgoing tocut living
standards inAmericaby50– that’s
five-zero–percent.”
Inevergot thisvital infowhenI
interviewedOasisorKasabian–
andcertainlynot theProclaimers’
peers fromtheir 1980sbeginnings:
preposterous fops likeDuranDuran
andSpandauBalletandBlueRondo
a laTurk.Whatacontrast these
actsmadewithourboys in their
specsandpullovers, straightoutta
Auchtermuchty. “Aye,westuckout
likesorebloomin’ thumbsbackthen,”
smilesCraig. “But thenas twinswe
alwayshave.”
TheReidswouldhave tobea
dream-ticketdouble-act, sworn into
office together, takingparliamentary
questionsasa twosome.And, surely
this is in their favour inapolitical
context, giventheydon’t indulge in it
inamusicalcontext– therewouldbe
nomud-slinging.
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Craigagain: “Wemadeaconscious
decisionevenbeforewesignedour
first recorddeal,beforeanyonehad
heard fromus, thatwewerenever
going toslagoffotherbands.That’ll
alwayscomebacktobiteyou.”
Here’s somethingelse theyhave
over theexistingpoliticalclasses: they
arenotcarpet-baggers for football
teams.That is, theydon’tpretendto
followthegame,only forcredentials
toquicklyunravel.
TonyBlairwaxed lyricalabouta
NewcastleUnited legendhewas
tooyoungtohaveseenplay.David
Camerondeclaredallegiance toWest
HamUnited…orwas itAstonVilla?
Anyway, they’re theones inclaretand
skyblue - rarara!At leastGordon
Brownhassoundfootballcredentials,
havingsoldmatchprogrammesat
RaithRoversasaboy,butheallowed
himself tobe trippedupovermusic
withaclaimhe liked torousehimself
forabowlofcoldporridgeandan
itineraryofPresbyterian thriftwith
ablastof theArcticMonkeys.Clearly

hisPRdepartment toldhimtosay
this.CraigandCharlie, though,are
followersofHibernian.Themost
authenticcelebrity fansanywhereon
PlanetFootball. (Eventhoughthey
missed their team’sgreatestday,of
whichmore later…).
So, comeonguys,you’vegotmy
vote,whenwill youbeseeking
jointnomination?There’sa
shakingofheads inunisonbefore
Charlie says: “Naw,we’dhave to
compromise.That’s theway itworks
indemocracies. In theocraciesand
alsodictatorships.AndI’mafraid that
if you lookatpolitical life inBritain,
youwouldnotcometo theconclusion
thatmuchhaschangedfor the
benefitof themany.That’sdespite the
goodpeople inpoliticswho’ve tried
tomakeadifference. It’sall going
furtherandfurther to theright.”
Well, that seemsashame,especially
whenyoulisten to the twins’new
album.DenturesOut is their 12th
but theway itdoesn’thangabout
withonlyoneof the 13songs

F
aith,hope, trust–allgone.
Ourpoliticiansaredirty
rottenscoundrels.They
partiedwhilewe isolated
andtheystagedanever-

endingpopularitycontestorsimply
holidayedwhilewefrettedabout
theworldending.Whocanpossibly
saveus?Well, comewithme, for
downacloseandupastairwell in
Edinburgh’sHaymarket, I thinkImay
have foundtheguys…








